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SUBJECT: AMBASSADOR YOUNG MEETS WITH BELGIANS 
REF: A) USUN 967, B) BRUSSELS 5441, C) BRUSSELS 5481 

1 . SUMMARY. AMBASSADOR ANDREW YOUNG, IN BRUSSELS 
MARCH 20 EN ROUTE TO AFRICA, MEETS WITH FOREIGN MINISTER'S 
CHEF DE CABINET (ALFRED CAHEN) AND OTHER SENIOR 
BELGIAN OFFICIALS. SOUTHERN AFRICA, ZAIRE AND MIDDLE 
EAST DISCUSSED. END SUMMARY. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 BRUSSE 05683 221403Z 

2. CAHEN ASKED AMBASSADOR YOUNG HOW HE VIEWED DEVELOP- 
MENTS IN ZAIRE IN THE WAKE OF THE MARCH 17 EXECUTIONS. 

YOUNG REPLIED THAT HE HAD BEEN TIED DOWN WITH MIDDLE 
EAST PROBLEMS IN THE SECURITY COUNCIL AND HAD HAD NO 
TIME TO LOOK INTO THE ZAIRE QUESTION IN DETAIL. THE 
EXECUTIONS WERE DEPLORABLE BUT THE U.S. MUST REMAIN 
COMMITTED TO ZAIRE EVEN THOUGH WE WISH MOBUTU "WERE 
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A LITTLE WISER AND A LITTLE STRONGER." CAHEN SAID THAT 
HE WAS PLEASED WITH YOUNG'S POSITION WHICH WAS THE SAME 
AS THAT TAKEN BY THE BELGIAN GOVERNMENT. 

3. CAHEN THEN BRIEFLY REVIEWED BELGIAN POLICY TOWARDS 
ZAIRE FOLLOWING THE EXECUTIONS ALONG LINES REFTEL B. 
STPESSING THAT POLITICAL INSTABILITY IN ZAIRE WAS THE 
RESULT OF ECONOMIC DISLOCATION AND ATTENDANT SOCIAL 
MISERY, AND CONCLUDING THAT IT WAS NOW MORE IMPERATIVE 
THAN EVER TO PRESS ON WITH INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION 

UNDER THE MOBUTU PLAN. HE TOLD YOUNG THAT 
IMF DIRECTOR WITTEVEEN HAD BEEN IN BRUSSELS THAT DAY 
TO DISCUSS MOBUTU PLAN AND HAD AGREED WITH BELGIANS ON 
HOW TO PROCEED WITH THE INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION PLAN 
AND ON NECESSITY OF PROVIDING AN EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR FOR 
THE BANK OF ZAIRE. (MFA AFRICAN AFFAIRS DIRECTOR 
LE BRUN TOLD US LATER THAT BELGIAN AMBASSADOR IN 
KINSHASA MADE DEMARCHE TO ZAIRIAN GOVERNMENT MARCH 20 
SEEKING CLARIFICATIONS OF ZAIRE'S RECENT ACTIONS, INCLU- 
DING ALLEGATIONS OF BELGIAN INTERFERENCE IN ZAIRE'S INTER- 
NAL AFFAIRS. LE BRUN SAID THAT ZAIRIAN REACTION TO BELGIAN 
APPROACH WAS "POSITIVE" AND THAT BELGIUM WAS SATISFIED.) 

4. AMBASSADOR YOUNG GAVE BELGIANS A TOUR D'HORIZON OF 
SITUATION IN SOUTHERN AFRICA, BRINGING THEM UP TO DATE 
ON DEVELOPMENTS IN, AND U.S. THINKING ABOUT, RHODESIA, 
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NAMIBIA AND ANGOLA. HE SAID THAT SUPPORT OF EC-NINE 
WOULD BE REQUIRED ON NAMIBIA ONCE SWAPO IS IN LINE. 

CAHEN SAID THAT NINE HAVE STAYED IN CLOSE TOUCH WITH THE 
U.S. ON THESE ISSUES AND REMAIN READY TO BE HELPFUL. 

ON SOUTH AFRICA, CAHEN SAID THAT THE NINE SEEM 

TO BE DIVIDED, WITH TWO COUNTRIES RELUCTANT TO PRESSURE 

SOUTH AFRICA, TWO OTHER COUNTRIES "TOO EAGER" TO DO SO, 

AND THE REST IN THE MIDDLE. CAHEN ASKED YOUNG TO RETURN 
TO BRUSSELS AGAIN AND TALK WITH FOREIGN MINISTER SIMONET 
ON THESE ISSUES. HE ADDED THAT SIMONET PLANNED TO VISIT 
AFRICA'S "PROGRESSIVE STATES" (ANGOLA, ZAMBIA, 

MOZAMBIQUE, AND TANZANIA) IN MAY OR JUNE AT THE INSTIGATION 
OF ANGOLAN AMBASSADOR DE ALMEIDA. 

5. AMBASSADOR YOUNG ALSO BRIEFLY DISCUSSED LEBANON 
THE MIDDLE EAST, AND CAHEN GAVE A RUN-DOWN ON SIMONET'S 
CAIRO VISIT ALONG LINES REFTEL C. CHAMBERS 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: FOREIGN RELATIONS, AMBASSADORS, MEETINGS, FOREIGN POLICY POSITION, MEETING REPORTS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 22 mar 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978BRUSSE05683 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7801 26-0352 
Format: TEL 
From: BRUSSELS 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780339/aaaabgvt.tel 

Line Count: 1 1 1 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 3071c1bf-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: 78 USUN NEW YORK 967, 78 BRUSSELS 5441 , 78 BRUSSELS 5481 

Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 27 apr 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3244408 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: AMBASSADOR YOUNG MEETS WITH BELGIANS 

TAGS: PINS, EAID, XA, CG, BE, US, EEC, (YOUNG, ANDREW J), (CAHEN, ALFRED) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/3071 cl bf-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



